
DID YOU KNOW? 
 Mecklenburg County has 3,000 miles of creeks and streams. 

 Mecklenburg County has 126 named creeks. This includes creeks whose name is “tributary of.”  

 Six creeks have names related to animals: Swan Run, plus Beaverdam, Duck, Gar, Goose and Mallard creeks. 

 Flooding is a natural event caused by heavy rain.  

 An estimated 50 percent of the water in small streams comes from groundwater. 

 Springs are where groundwater flows out of the ground. 

 Water from springs is cleaner than water in creeks and colder in the summertime, in Charlotte a constant 54 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

 Groundwater can become contaminated when chemicals 
seep into the soil. 

 Uptown Charlotte was settled along a ridge between two 
creeks – Little Sugar Creek and Irwin Creek. 

 The early settlers used creek water to power grain mills and 
saw mills, where they ground wheat into flour and corn into 
cornmeal and made lumber. 

 Until the creeks became polluted, people swam in them, 
fished in them and got water from them. 

 One inch of rain onto one acre of pavement will produce an 
estimated 27,000 gallons of storm water runoff. 

 An estimated 25 percent of all the land area in Mecklenburg 
County is impervious surface, meaning water can’t soak into 
the ground. This includes rooftops, streets, roads and 
highways. So one inch of rain falling onto all of Mecklenburg 
produces about 2.4 billion gallons of storm water runoff. 

 If you put 2.4 billion gallons of water from that 1-inch rain in 
Mecklenburg County into gallon milk jugs and stacked them 
vertically, they would reach to the moon and halfway back. 

LEARN MORE 
Visit KeepingWatch.org for stories, videos, maps and 

other information about Mecklenburg County’s creeks.  

The Autobell® Creek Challenge is funded by Autobell® Car Wash. 

CREEK 
BRIAR 

Briar Creek and its 
tributaries flow 
through a large part 
of eastern and cen-
tral Charlotte, includ-
ing near some well-
known landmarks: 
the Charlotte Mu-
seum of History 
and the Hezekiah 
Alexander Home-
site, Methodist Home Park, Inde-
pendence Boulevard, the Mint Museum 
of Art on Randolph Road and the cam-
pus of Myers Park High School. 

Briar joins Little Sugar Creek a short dis-
tance west of SouthPark mall. You can 
see the two major creeks come together 
if you are on Tyvola Road and look 
north, especially in winter time when 
the trees have lost their leaves.  

The oldest house in Charlotte, the Heze-
kiah Alexander House, was built in 1774 
next to a spring that feeds a Briar Creek 
tributary. Spring water is a steadier and 
purer water source than a creek, which 

can go dry and is more easily 
contaminated. Spring water 

is a constant 54 degrees 
in Charlotte, and 
before refrigera-

tors were invented 
people used cool spring 

water to keep food from 
spoiling.   

Before steam and electric power 
were invented, people used the water 

from creeks to power sawmills and grain 
mills. You can still see the ruins of the 
Isaac Newton Alexander Mill, built in the 
1850s, near Briar Creek on the campus 
of Myers Park High School. The mill-
stones, which ground corn into corn-
meal, are displayed at the school near 
the office.  

One of the city’s earliest drinking water 
plants used Briar Creek water. But after 
residents complained about murky wa-
ter, the city began using Irwin Creek. 
During a drought in 1910-11 Irwin Creek 
almost dried up, and the city began 
drawing water from the Catawba River, 

now Mountain Island Lake.  

Briar Creek had an unusually deep spot 
near the Mint Museum on Randolph 
Road, and it used to be a popular swim-
ming hole. Until the 1960s, when racial 
segregation began to end,  Charlotte city 
swimming pools did not allow black peo-
ple to swim. So the creeks were wel-
come places—if the water seemed 
clean. The deep spot on Briar Creek was 
known as the Big Boy Hole. A shallower 
spot upstream, where little kids learned 
to swim, was called the Little Boy Hole. 
People would walk more than a mile to 
swim there. Classes at the Morgan 
School in the African-American neigh-
borhood of Cherry would go on field 
trips and picnics to the Big Boy Hole. In a 
2014 interview, 86-year-old Willie Davis 
recalled that swimmers avoided Little 
Sugar Creek. “Sugar Creek looked dirty,” 
he said. “The Little Boy Hole and the Big 
Boy Hole looked clear. We didn’t realize 
they were probably just as dirty.” 

Briar Creek passes through heavily de-
veloped areas, and while the state envi-

Above, Briar Creek near Seventh Street in the Elizabeth neighborhood. Photo: Nancy Pierce 



Profile 

 Location: Central Charlotte (zip codes: 28204, 28205, 28207, 28209, 28210, 
28211, 28212, 28213, 28215) 

 Approximate land area: 21.6 square miles 

 Estimated population in 2010: 78,224 

 Creek and tributaries: Briar Creek, Briar Creek Tributary No. 1, Edwards 
Branch 

 Drains into: Little Sugar Creek/Catawba River watershed 

 Miles of perennial streams: 34.136 

 Impaired by: The state lists Briar Creek as not impaired.  

ronmental office currently rates it as not 
“impaired,” it can have water quality 
problems sometimes, especially during 
spring and summer.  

In the 1880s, Briar Creek supplied drinking water for city residents. This photos shows the intake. Photo Charlotte Observer  

Kids enjoy splashing in either Briar or Little Sugar Creek in 1978. Photo courtesy Charlotte Observer 

Tributary – Stream or river that flows 
into a larger stream, river, or lake 

Spring water – A steadier and purer wa-

ter source than a creek, which in Char-

lotte stays at a constant temperature of 

54 degrees Fahrenheit 

Millstones – Stones used for grinding 
wheat and corn 

Impaired – Damaged or weakened 

Key vocabulary 

What’s in the Briar Creek watershed? 

Briar (right) and Little Sugar creeks come together near Tyvola Road. Photo: Nancy Pierce Springhouse, Hezekiah Alexander Homesite. Photo: Nancy Pierce  

Water from the spring at the Hezekiah Alexander Homesite. Photo: Nancy Pierce Millstones from I.N. Alexander Mill at Myers Park High School. Photo: Mary Newsom 

 Landmarks:  Charlotte Museum of History, Charlotte Country Club, Carolinas Medical Center-Mercy Hospital, Bojangles Coli-
seum, Ovens Auditorium, Mint Museum of Art-Randolph Road, SouthPark Mall, Myers Park Country Club, Myers Park High 
School. 

 Historic sites: The oldest standing house in Charlotte, the Hezekiah Alexander Homesite, is on a small tributary of Briar 
Creek, at the Charlotte Museum of History. Remains of the Isaac Newton Alexander mill, built in the 1850s, can be seen near 
the creek, on the campus of Myers Park High School. 

 Parks: Briarwood Community Park, Chantilly Neighborhood Park, Devonshire Neighborhood Park, Eastway Community Park, 
Eastover Neighborhood Park, Evergreen Nature Preserve, Fireman’s Hall, Grayson Neighborhood Park, Grier Heights Neigh-
borhood Park, Julian Underwood Neighborhood Park, Kilborne Community Park, Merry Oaks Elementary Neighborhood 
Park, Midwood Neighborhood Park, Methodist Home Center, Methodist Home Neighborhood Park, Naomi Drenan Center, 
Randolph Road Community Park, Shamrock Neighborhood Park, Sheffield Neighborhood Park, Unity Neighborhood Park, 
Veterans Neighborhood Park, Viewmont Neighborhood Park, Winterfield Neighborhood Park. 


