
DID YOU KNOW? 
 Mecklenburg County has 3,000 miles of creeks and streams. 

 Mecklenburg County has 126 named creeks. This includes creeks whose name is “tributary of.”  

 Flooding is a natural event caused by heavy rain.  

 An estimated 50 percent of the water in small streams comes from groundwater. 

 Springs are where groundwater flows out of the ground. 

 Water from springs is cleaner than water in creeks and colder in the summertime. In Charlotte it’s a constant 54 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

 Groundwater can become contaminated when chemicals seep into the soil. 

 Uptown Charlotte was settled along a ridge between two 
creeks – Little Sugar Creek and Irwin Creek. 

 The early settlers used creek water to power grain mills and 
saw mills, where they ground grains and made lumber. 

 Until the creeks became polluted, people swam in them, 
fished in them and got water from them. 

 One inch of rain onto one acre of pavement will produce an 
estimated 27,000 gallons of storm water runoff. 

 An estimated 25 percent of all the land area in Mecklenburg 
County is impervious surface, meaning water can’t soak into 
the ground. This includes rooftops, streets, roads and 
highways. So one inch of rain falling onto all of Mecklenburg 
produces about 2.4 billion gallons of storm water runoff. 

 If you put 2.4 billion gallons of water from that 1-inch rain 
into gallon milk jugs and stacked them, they would reach to 
the moon and halfway back. 

LEARN MORE 
Visit KeepingWatch.org and click on “Explore Creeks” for 

stories, videos, maps and other information about Meck-

lenburg County’s creeks.  

The Autobell® Creek Challenge is funded by Autobell® Car Wash. 

CREEK 
McMULLEN 

The McMullen Creek 
watershed is in the 
southeastern part of 
Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County. 
It begins slightly 
north of East 
Mecklenburg High 
School and flows 
southwest, 
ending in 
McAlpine Creek, where it continues 
to the Catawba River. 

McMullen Creek is part of the huge 
McAlpine Creek watershed, but 
Mecklenburg County water quality 
officials treat it as a separate creekshed 
due to its size and the amount of 
development in the watershed. 

According to a map from 1789, 
McMullen Creek was previously known 
as McMackin Creek, although a different 
interpretation of this map says the 
name was McMechin Creek. It’s easy to 
tell how some of the creeks in 

Mecklenburg County got their 
names. But the naming 

behind this particular 
creek is unclear, 
since there are no 

mentions of 
prominent figures 

named McMackin or 
McMullen. 

The McMullen Creek watershed 
features several historic properties. 
Among these is the Thomas Alexander 
House on Sharon Lane near SouthPark 
mall. Thomas Alexander was a great-
great grandson of Hezekiah Alexander, 
who built a rock house near a tributary 
of Briar Creek. Today that rock house is 
at the Charlotte Museum of History. 
Hezekiah Alexander was among the 
county’s residents who signed the 
Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence, and he helped draft 
North Carolina’s first State Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. Hezekiah Alexander’s 
family had considerable influence in the 
county. The Thomas Alexander House 

on Sharon Lane was later owned by a 
Charlotte mayor, Frank McNinch, and 
then by Cameron Morrison, who was 
N.C. governor 1921-25, a U.S. senator 
and a U.S. congressional representative. 
The house was also home to men who 
managed Morrison’s huge farm, which 
later became SouthPark mall. 

The McMullen Creek watershed takes 
up about 15.2 square miles, with a 
population of about 42,491. 
Approximately 72 percent of this 
watershed is residential areas, but some 
of the more well-known landmarks 
include East Mecklenburg High School, 
Sharon Elementary School, Charlotte 
Country Day School, Morrocroft 
shopping center, Phillips Place shopping 
center and Quail Hollow Country Club. 

There are only two parks in this 
watershed: Carmel Road Neighborhood 
Park and Oakhurst Neighborhood Park. 
However, a long McMullen Creek 
Greenway has links to the Lower 
McAlpine Creek Greenway and the Four  

Above, water in a Mecklenburg County creek. Photo: Nancy Pierce 



Fun facts 

Profile 

 Location: South-central Mecklenburg County including part of the town 
of Pineville (zip codes: 28134, 28205, 28210, 28211, 28212, 28226 

 Approximate land area: 15.2 square miles 

 Estimated population in 2010: 42,491 

 Creeks and tributaries in the watershed: McMullen Creek and McMul-
len Creek Tributary 

 Drains into: McAlpine Creek / Catawba River Watershed 

 Miles of perennial streams: 23.169 

 Impaired streams: McMullen Creek 

 Reason for impairment: lack of diversity of aquatic insects 

Mile Creek Greenway. The three 
greenways, combined, create 5.8 miles of 
trails through woods and floodplains. 

Along this set of horseshoe-shaped, linked 
greenways is the first documented 
rookery for great blue herons in 
Mecklenburg County’s park system.  Other 
birds spotted along these greenways 
include the scarlet tanager, which 
migrates through the area in spring and 
fall, and pileated woodpeckers. 

There are approximately 23.2 miles of 
perennial streams in this watershed.  

All of McMullen Creek is considered 
impaired due to lack of diversity of 
aquatic insects.  

 This is the watershed in Mecklenburg County with the highest per-
centage of its land used for housing –72 percent. 

 According to a 1789 map, it was originally called McMackin Creek. 
The McMackin family had a homestead near Little Sugar Creek. 

Floodplain – Level land near a creek, river or lake that may be submerged by 
floodwaters. 

Great blue heron – A large, blue-gray heron, often but incorrectly called a crane.  
Its Latin name is Ardea herodias. It eats mostly fish, but also other things including 
frogs, salamanders, insects, rodents and small waterbirds.   

Impaired – Weakened or damaged. Relating to water quality, it means the water is 
not suitable for the uses assigned to it.  

Migrate – Move from one region or habitat to another, typically a regular journey 
according to the seasons. A term usually used for birds or fish. Bird migration 
usually takes place in spring and fall as birds fly south for the winter and north for 
the summer.   

Perennial stream – Has water in it year-round. 

Rookery – A place where large numbers of birds or marine animals nest and breed. 

Key vocabulary What’s in the McMullen Creek watershed? 

Joggers run along the McMullen Creek Greenway.  Photo: Nancy Pierce Migrating scarlet tanagers can be seen along the McMullen 
Creek Greenway in fall and spring. Photo: Dominic Sherony 
Wikipedia CC BY-SA 2.0 

The historic Thomas Alexander House on Sharon Lane near 
SouthPark mall. Photo: Mecklenburg County 

 Landmarks: East Mecklenburg High School, Charlotte Country Day School, 
Phillips Place and Morrocroft shopping centers, and Quail Hollow Country 
Club. 

 Parks: Carmel Road Neighborhood Park and Oakhurst Neighborhood Park 

 Greenways: McMullen Creek Greenway, which joins with Lower McAlpine 
Creek Greenway and Four Mile Creek Greenway to create 5.8 miles of 
trails. 

A breeding rookery for great blue herons is along a greenway 
where McMullen and McAlpine creeks meet. This heron was 
flying along Little Sugar Creek Greenway. Photo: Nancy Pierce 

What you can do to protect our creeks 

Don’t dump hazardous chemicals down drains. Take them to 
a recycling center. 

Don’t dump yard waste in drains or creeks. Bag, recycle or 
compost it.  

Prevent soil erosion. Plant trees and bushes along creek banks 
and in bare areas of the yard. 

Scoop the poop. Dog waste can pollute local creeks. 

Use a car wash, not the driveway.  

Use fewer fertilizers and chemicals in your yard. Don’t apply 
chemicals 48 hours before a heavy rain. 

Don’t dump cooking grease and oil down the sink. Grease 
clogs are the most common cause of sewage spills into Meck-
lenburg County creeks. 

Report pollution, including soil erosion. Call 311.   
To report online, or use the Water Watcher app  visit  
http://charmeck.org/stormwater/ReportPollution 

Reduce how much runoff leaves your property.  Plant trees, 
use rain barrels, limit the use of pavement and limit the use of 
pipes to send rainwater into storm drains. 


